
BIO OF CARL WILKENS 
For over a decade, Carl Wilkens has been sharing stories around the globe to inspire and equip people to “enter 
the world of The Other.” He was the only American who chose to stay in Kigali, Rwanda throughout the 1994 
genocide. Venturing out each day into streets crackling with mortars and gunfire, he worked his way through 
roadblocks of angry, bloodstained soldiers and civilians armed with machetes and assault rifles in order to bring 
food, water and medicine to groups of orphans trapped around the city. Working with Rwandan colleagues, they 
helped save the lives of hundreds. His harrowing yet hopeful journey weaves together stories of tremendous risk 
and fierce compassion in the midst of senseless slaughter. In 2011, Carl completed a book detailing these days 
titled I’m Not Leaving. A 40 minute documentary by the same title has since been released. (See trailer here.)


Carl’s storytelling does not stop with Rwanda’s tragic history, but moves forward to the powerful and inspiring 
recovery process. Among the many lessons he shares from his experience is the transformative belief that we 
don’t have to be defined by what we lost or our worst choices. We can be defined by what we do with what 
remains - what we do next after terrible choices. Each year he returns to Rwanda with students and educators to 
see for themselves how people are working together to rebuild their country and rebuild trust.


Rwanda’s story is a powerful platform to launch meaningful conversations under the broad umbrella of learning to 
live together. We explore stories of the genocide and how respect leads to empathy, resulting in inclusion (REI).


AUDIENCES 
Universities | High Schools | Middle Schools | Faith Groups | Museums | Nonprofits | Businesses | US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum | United Nations | Pentagon | US Coast Guard Academy | Defense Intelligence Agency | Facing 
History and Ourselves 


FEATURES & ACCOLADES 
New York Times profile | PBS Frontline: Ghosts of Rwanda | USHMM: Defying Genocide | MBA, University of 
Baltimore | Honorary doctorate degree, SUNY Buffalo State | Medal of Valor, Simon Wiesenthal Center | Dignitas 
Humana Award, St. John’s School of Theology

To explore hosting Carl, contact Robbie Ross | robertwoms@gmail.com | +1.603.781.8346  
www.worldoutsidemyshoes.org

Speaker and Author Carl Wilkens

http://www.worldoutsidemyshoes.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6ZDLW7-J3k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/07/21/opinion/saying-no-to-killers.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/ghosts/interviews/wilkens.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=695B_NoseHY

